GREAT VESPERS OF PENTECOST

Reading from the Book of Numbers (11:16-17;24-29)
So the Lord said to Moses, “Gather for me seventy of the elders of Israel, whom you
know to be the elders of the people and officers over them; bring them to the tent of
meeting, and have them take their place there with you. I will come down and talk with
you there; and I will take some of the spirit that is on you and put it on them; and they
shall bear the burden of the people along with you so that you will not bear it all by
yourself. So Moses went out and told the people the words of the Lord; and he gathered
seventy elders of the people, and placed them all around the tent. Then the Lord came
down in the cloud and spoke to him, and took some of the spirit that was on him and put
it on the seventy elders; and when the spirit rested upon them, they prophesied. But they
did not do so again. Two men remained in the camp, one named Eldad, and the other
named Medad, and the spirit rested on them; they were among those registered, but they
had not gone out to the tent, and so they prophesied in the camp. And a young man ran
and told Moses, “Eldad and Medad are prophesying in the camp.” And Joshua, son of
Nun, the assistant of Moses, one of his chosen men, said, “My lord Moses, stop them!”
But Moses said to him, “Are you jealous for my sake? Would that all the Lord’s people
were prophets, and that the Lord would put his spirit on them!”
Reading from the Prophecy of Joel (2:23-32)
O children of Zion, be glad and rejoice in the Lord your God; for he has given the
early rain for your vindication, he has poured down for you abundant rain, the early and
latter rain, as before. The threshing floors shall be full of grain; the vats shall overflow
with wine and oil. I will repay you for the years that the swarming locust has eaten, the
hopper, the destroyer, and the cutter, my great army, which I sent against you. You shall
eat in plenty and be satisfied, and praise the name of the Lord your God, who has dealt
wondrously with you. And my people shall never again be put to shame. You shall
know that I am in the midst of Israel, and that I, the Lord, am your God and there is no
other. And my people shall never again be put to shame. Then afterward I will pour out
my spirit on all flesh; your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, your old men shall
dream dreams, and your young men shall see visions. Even on the male and female
slaves, in those days, I will pour out my spirit. I will show portents in the heavens and on
the earth, blood and fire and columns of smoke. The sun shall be turned to darkness, and
the moon to blood, before the great and terrible day of the Lord comes. Then everyone
who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved; for in Mount Zion and in Jerusalem
there shall be those who escape, as the Lord has said, and among the survivors shall be
those whom the Lord calls.
Reading from the Prophecy of Ezekiel (36:24-28)
I will take you from the nations, and gather you from all the countries, and bring you
into your own land. I will sprinkle clean water upon you, and you shall be clean from all
your uncleanliness, and from all your idols I will cleanse you. A new heart I will give
you, and a new spirit I will put within you; and I will remove from your body the heart of
stone and give you a heart of flesh. I will put my spirit within you, and make you follow
my statutes and be careful to observe my ordinances. Then you shall live in the land that
I gave to your ancestors; and you shall be my people, and I will be your God.

